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New policy enforces LTC signing 
AMYIVEYERMG 
Editor 
Registration for the fall is an 
annual rite of spring. Along with 
the bubble sheets and schedules 
come copies of the Life Together 
Covenant, or LTC, for students 
to sign. Now, just as important 
as signing your registration 
sheets will be signing the LTC. 
According to Walt Campbell, 
dean of students, students who 
refuse to sign the LTC will "for­
feit the right to be part of the 
community." 
Up until this point, no policy 
had been in place regarding the 
signing of the LTC each year be­
sides sending letters to those 
who may have forgotten to re­
turn it. 
"We all know that everyone 
signs it in order to get accepted. 
It's an assumption that it covers 
all four years. Every year now 
for a long time we've given out 
the covenant with the registra­
tion materials, and we make an 
assumption that they'll sign it. In 
the past few years, a growing 
number of students have not 
signed it," Campbell said. 
Approximately 350 students 
did not sign the LTC to cover the 
1997-98 school year, he said. 
Many of them simply forgot, but 
some refused. 
"A lot of students go through 
transitions. They rethink, they 
cast off their parents' values and 
with that maybe some of 
Taylor's standards. A lot of stu­
dents have said, 'I'm just not 
there anymore. I just don't buy 
it,' but they still want to go to 
school here. We want to get our 
arms around these students who 
are on the fringes," he said. 
Campbell emphasized the 
importance of Christian commu­
nity to both Taylor and to the 
LTC. "The ethos of this place is 
Christian community. We're go­
ing to kick, fight, scream, pray, 
cry. We're going to try to make 
this thing work. Imperfect as it is, 
that's what Taylor's about. By 
signing [the LTC] you're not say­
ing you buy it but that you'll live 
by it. We all leave some of our 
freedoms at the gate." 
Campbell discussed this 
change in the LTC policy with 
Student Body President Jon 
Stanley and together they brought 
it to the Community Life Com­
mittee. Stanley then brought it 
before TSO's Executive Cabinet. 
Stanley added, "Signing it 
each year forces you to deal with 
it, [to ask] 'where am I at now and 
how do I relate to this? How do I 
reconcile what I'm believing with 
what this says? Can I commit to 
this, and if not, why?' It forces the 
issue about thinking critically 
about that, about what it means to 
be at Taylor in general." 
NSLC will focus on 'the eternal pursuit' 
JESSICA BARNES 
Campus Editor 
Every college in the Christian 
College Consortium was invited. 
Over 20 of them accepted. About 
130 visiting students and ap­
proximately 150 Taylor students 
will attend the 17th Annual Na­
tional Student Leadership Con­
ference at Taylor this weekend. 
The theme this year is "The 
Eternal Pursuit." It is based on 
Philippians 3:14, "I press on to­
ward the goal to win the prize for 
which God has called me heav­
enward in Christ Jesus." Kristin 
Anderson, vice president of lead­
ership services, said, "As Chris­
tians, we're called to be in eter­
nal pursuit, and leadership is an 
important step in that journey." 
Over the course of the week­
end, there will be discussion 
groups, workshops, banquets 
and swap shops, where students 
can share ideas their schools 
have, Anderson said. The confer­
ence begins at 7 p.m. tonight 
with the opening banquet in the 
DC, where Cal Thomas will be 
the keynote speaker. 
Thomas writes a twice-
weekly, nationally syndicated 
newspaper column distributed 
to over 450 papers, including 
The Boston Globe, Washington 
Times, Denver Post and Los 
Angeles Times. He has appeared 
on Good Morning America, To­
day, The Oprah Winfrey Show 
and Nightline. He has written 
nine books and is a graduate of 
American University in Wash­
ington, DC. 
After Friday night's ban­
quet, Rice Pilaf will perform in 
the student union at 9 p.m. 
Saturday will be the day for 
workshops, swap shops and dis­
cussion groups. Afterwards, 
there will be an ice cream so­
cial and open house at 4:30 p.m. 
The closing banquet will be at 
6:45 p.m. in the DC. Bob Briner 
will give the keynote address. 
Briner will speak at 7:30 p.m. 
Briner is co-founder and 
president of ProServ Television, 
a producer of sports specials, 
tournaments and sports-oriented 
documentaries, many of which 
have earned an Emmy. He is the 
author of five books that focus 
on Christian faith and leadership 
in the 20th century, including 
best-seller Roaring Lambs. He 
has also been the promotions di­
rector for the Miami Dolphins 
and was the co-founder of World 
Championship Tennis (WCT) 
and the Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP). Briner is a 
graduate of Greenville College 
in Illinois. 
Following the closing ban­
quet, The Saint will be shown in 
the auditorium for all visitors 
and Taylor students at 8:45 p.m. 
The conference will conclude on 
Sunday after the 9 a.m. worship 
service and 10:15 a.m. brunch. 
Anderson said that this week­
end, "We really want to see 
growth personally as leaders, but 
we also want to grow spiritually. 
We want to do this by offering 
ideas to and learning from other 
Christian colleges." 
D.L. MOODY/ The Echo 
Auschwitz survivor Mike Vogel spoke to 
students at a Holocaust workshop yesterday. 
For more on Vogel, see page 4. 
English department holds conference 
HEATHER KING 
Associate Editor 
"In the beginning was the 
Word." This phrase taken from 
John 1:1 is the theme for this 
year's Midwest Christianity and 
Literature Conference being held 
at Taylor this weekend. The En­
glish department is sponsoring 
the conference. 
"This is quite 
an honor that 
we've been in­
cluded in the conference's rota­
tion," Colleen Warren, assistant 
professor of English, said. Ac­
cording to Warren, the confer­
ence has not been held at Taylor 
for 15 or 20 years. 
Speakers will include Taylor 
faculty and others in the fields of 
writing and literature. Jeanne 
Murray Walker, keynote speaker 
for the conference, will speak at 
7 p.m. in the Mitchell Theatre. 
Taylor faculty presenting pa­
pers will include Nancy Dayton, 
assistant professor of English; 
Kimberly Moore-Jumonville, 
assistant professor of English; 
Robert Moore-Jumonville, ad­
junct faculty member; Beulah 
Baker, professor of English; Bar­
bara Heavilin, associate professor 
of English; Daryl Charles, assis­
tant professor of philosophy and 
Colleen Warren. 
The conference is divided into 
five sessions. Topics to be pre­
sented will include "Tale-Telling 
Words," "Mark Twain and the 
Word," "The Feminine in the 
Word" and "The Power of Words 
in African and Afri­
can-American Lit­
erature." There 
will also be a trib­
ute to poet Denise Levertov, who 
was supposed to be the keynote 
speaker, but passed away in De­
cember. 
A poetry contest is being held 
in conjunction with the confer­
ence. Winners will be announced 
at 9 a.m. Saturday in the Braden 
Room, and a poetry reading will 
take place at that time. 
Registration for the conference 
will be from noon to 1:30 p.m. to­
day in the Galleria. Today's ses­
sions will be from 1:30 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m., and sessions will re­
sume at 10:15 tomorrow morning. 
For a complete schedule of events, 




Leadership scholarships change format f̂ enitaii-
SARAWBNRAUB 
Newswriting 
Two changes are in the works 
for student leader scholarships 
next year. The leadership scholar­
ship for incoming freshmen, 
which has been awarded since 
1986, is being redesigned. In ad­
dition to this scholarship for soon-
to-be freshmen, 10 current Taylor 
student leaders will receive a new 
award, beginning in the fall of 
1999. 
"A program will be imple­
mented where if a student comes 
to Taylor as a freshman and 
doesn't receive any scholarships, 
but then shows significant 
amounts of leadership at Taylor, 
he will then be qualified for a one-
year, $1000 award, "Stephen 
Mortland, director of admissions, 
said. 
In addition, any senior in high 
school who applies to Taylor will 
be automatically under consider­
ation for the redesigned student 
leadership scholarships. The pre­
vious scholarship offered 18 
awards ranging from a one-time 
10 percent award up to a renew­
able award of 80 percent renew­
able tuition. The response became 
overwhelming. 
"The first year we had about 
45 applicants apply for the schol­
arship. This past year, we had 
about 500," Mortland said. 
Over time, the scholarship sim­
ply began to reject too many ap­
plicants. Last year, 470 students 
were outright denied the chance to 
compete for a leadership award. 
"The idea was to make this big 
splash to get people interested. 
The problem with a big splash is 
that a lot of people get wet that 
don't want to," Mortland said. 
Now, every student that applies 
to Taylor by Jan. 15 is automati­
cally assessed in leadership quali­
ties through specific questions 
asked in applications and inter­
views. The top 50 applicants are 
then chosen and passed anony­
mously through a committee that 
narrows the pool down to 20 stu­
dents. Each of these students then 
receive a renewable 25 percent 
scholarship. 
Mortland said he hopes that 
both the redesigned student lead­
ership scholarship and the new 
$ 1000 scholarship for current stu­
dent leaders will be a tool to rec­
ognize those who "have the char­
acter of student leaders." 
Registration process keeping pace with technology 
HEATHER ROBERTS 
Newswriting 
Abstracts, bubble sheets and 
drop/add slips are familiar and an­
noying materials to both students and 
professors during registration. How­
ever, faculty and students should 
expect to see large technological 
changes in the way registration is 
handled during the next two years at 
Taylor. 
By fall of 2000, students are ex­
pected to be able to register their 
classes online and professors are 
expected to have the ability to enter 
grades online. The new changes in 
technology on Taylor's campus will 
provide easier and more efficient reg­
istration for students and faculty. 
Stephen Bedi, associate vice 
president for academic affairs, gave 
a presentation at a faculty meeting 
last month on the new registration 
process and its implementation 
timeline. Phase one, which began last 
month, allows web access to the 
master schedule of classes through 
the intranet. Phase two, set for sum­
mer/fall of 1998, consists of train­
ing workshops for faculty, Bedi said. 
Next October when students reg­
ister for their spring classes, it will 
be a teaching time for students. By 
then, professors should be able to sit 
down and demonstrate to students 
the process of registering online, 
Bedi said. 
"The ultimate goal of the 
timeline," Bedi said, "is that students 
and faculty can see what's coming. 
We want to ensure that when a laige 
change like this occurs it is orderly." 
By fall of 1999, students will also 
be able to perform an online degree 
audit entitled Curriculum and Pro­
gram Planning, or CAPP. CAPP will 
allow students to view their current 
progress towards their degree 
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Rice Pilaf Players 
9 p.m. Union 
Saturday, April 18 
Literature Conference 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Amy Bayless Senior 
Piano Recital 
7:30 p.m. R/H 
SAC Movie: "The Saint" 
8:30 p.m. R/A 
Sunday, April 19 
Rachel Hermanson Senior 
Voice Recital 
3 p.m. R/H 
Tuesday, April 21 
SAC Two-String 
Guitar Fest 
Wednesday, April 22 
Earth Day 
SAC Concert: "Over the 
Rhine" 
8:15 p.m. R/A 
Thursday, April 23 
SAC Golf 
completion instead of waiting for 
their abstract. It will also be benefi­
cial to students changing their ma­
jor. By entering a major change into 
their current abstract, the program 
can show the classes that are needed 
to complete the degree and the years 
it will take, Bedi said. 
Bedi identified the reason for the 
long implementation of the program 
is the many steps involved, as well 
as security issues. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
ANLONG VENG, Cambodia (AP)—Khmer Rouge leader 
Pol Pot was put on display Thursday by his comrades-
turned-captors to prove his death to the world. Pol Pot, 73, 
died late Wednesday of an apparent heart attack, his cap­
tors said—a peaceful end compared to the deaths from vio­
lence and starvation of as many as 2 million Cambodians 
during the Khmer Rouge's reign. His death dashed hopes 
that Pol Pot might finally be brought to justice for crimes 
against humanity during the 1975-79 Khmer Rouge reign. 
In Phnom Penh, government spokesman Khieu Kanharith 
said the government still hopes to catch and try other Khmer 
Rouge leaders, who lost a major bargaining chip for a peace 
deal with Pol Pot's death. 
UNITED NATIONS (AP>—Raising the threat of a new 
crisis with the United Nations, Iraq urged the Security Coun­
cil on Thursday to lift economic sanctions when it meets 
later this month to review the status of Baghdad's weapons 
program. But U.N. officials said there was little chance the 
council will do so when it meets, possibly the week of April 
27. The U.N. officials, speaking on condition of anonym­
ity, said weapons inspectors will tell the council that they 
cannot confirm Iraq's claims that it has destroyed all long-
range missiles and mass destruction weapons. Inspectors 
also will tell the council that because of the standoff over 
inspections last year, U.N. teams have made "virtually no 
progress" in verifying Iraqi disarmament, the officials said. 
BERLIN (AP)—Newspapers published the call: Police 
hunting a young girl's killer needed help from the 18,000 
men aged 18-30 in the rural, northwestern region of Ger­
many where the victim lived. One by one, thousands of 
men showed up last week and opened their mouths. With 
cotton swabs, police took saliva samples to record the men's 
DNA—the genetic fingerprint that could identify who raped, 
stabbed and strangled 11 -year-old Christina Nytsch. Un­
tried in the United States, voluntary, blanket DNA testing 
has been used only occasionally in Europe, mostly as a last 
resort after a long investigation and usually in communi­
ties of a few thousand people or fewer. 
SRINAGAR, India (AP)—More than 100 government sol­
diers cordoned off two villages in the troubled Kashmir 
state and exchanged gunfire Thursday with Muslim rebels, 
killing at least 16 guerrillas and three soldiers, police said. 
Two civilians also were killed when nearly 500 villagers 
fled their homes during the fighting, a police officer said 
on condition of anonymity. At least 20 homes were de­
stroyed in Aheegam, a village 25 miles south of Srinagar, 
police said. Six of the militants were killed nearby in 
Baramulla district. In Srinagar, the summer capital of 
Jammu-Kashmir state, militants lobbed a hand grenade at a 
military truck in the downtown area Thursday, killing one 
soldier and injuring five others, police said. 
MOSCOW (AP)—Gunmen ambushed a Russian army con­
voy near the breakaway republic of Chechnya, killing a 
general and five soldiers Thursday in one of the region's 
worst outbursts of violence since the Chechen war ended 
in 1996. Russia immediately blamed the shooting on radi­
cal Chechen militants who do not recognize Chechnya s 
peace treaty with Russia. Chechnya said its forces were not 
involved and offered to help find the unidentified attack­
ers. The attack was reported while Russia's top police offi­
cial met a Chechen leader in Moscow for talks on joint ef­
forts to combat crime in the lawless southern region. 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP>—Military dictator Gen. Sani Abacha 
was unanimously chosen by Nigeria's largest government-
backed political party Thursday to run for president in ci­
vilian elections scheduled for August. All 1,500 delegates 
of the United Nigeria Congress Party voted for Abacha at a 
convention in Kaduna, about 65 miles north of the capital, 
the party announced. In endorsing Abacha, UNCP Chair­
man Issa Mohammed called him a statesman who was 
blessed with the dexterity to "pull Nigeria back from the 
edge of the precipice." There was no word on whether 
Abacha would accept the nomination. 
NATIONAL NEWS 
WASHINGTON (UPI)—Saying she has resolved to fight 
for her day in court even though it means additional hard­
ships for her family, Paula Jones says she will appeal a 
federal judge's decision to throw out her sexual harass­
ment lawsuit against President Clinton. Jones said she 
was "shocked" by a federal judge's April 1 decision to 
dismiss the suit. She said she was advised by her attor­
neys that there are "very strong" grounds to appeal the 
ruling. Attorney Donovan Campbell said he would con­
sider any "rational" settlement offer. 
DENVER (AP)—Kmart Corp. is pulling thousands of 
talking children's Cookie Monster T-shirts from 2,100 
stores nationwide after a couple complained the voice 
on one of the shirts was using an obscenity. The shirt 
has the Sesame Street character at the wheel of a dump 
truck filled with cookies, with a button children can push 
to hear the message, "Stand back. Here comes cookies. 
Mmmm, delicious." But William Medina and Claudia 
Luevano said Thursday they heard an obscene phrase 
instead of "Stand back" on the $12.99 shirt and short 
set they bought Saturday for their 19-month-old son 
Willie at a Denver store. Michelle Jasukaitis, a corpo­
rate spokeswoman at the company's Troy, Mich., head­
quarters, said officials listened to one of the shirts and 
couldn't make out any of the microchip message. She 
said the company pulled the sets "because of the nature 
of this concern." The shirts have been on Kmart shelves 
for about three weeks, she said. Kmart ordered 300,000 
of the sets from Bentex in New York City and about 
150,000 are left in stores, Jasukaitis said. Customers can 
return the shirts to any Kmart for a full refund. 
LOS ANGELES (UPI)—Three young Los Angeles gang 
members have been convicted in the 1996 murder of 
Academy award-winning actor Haing Ngor. On May 19, 
all three are expected to be sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of parole. 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP)—The most militant wing of 
the Ku Klux Klan has a new tactic to spread its racist 
message—wrapping leaflets around free local papers and 
delivering them door to door, to the dismay of both pub­
lishers and customers. The latest incident came this week 
in Santa Rosa, 50 miles north of San Francisco, where 
residents woke up to find the Classified Gazette on their 
doorsteps, sheathed in an epithet-lace KKK leaflet vow­
ing to "deport every African back to Africa where they 
belong." The Classified Gazette, which distributes 
35,000 free papers in Sonoma County, said it has re­
ceived 50 phone complaints. The KKK apparently took 
stacks of the paper from store racks, wrapped the leaf­
lets around it and threw it into yards. San Francisco FBI 
spokesman George Grotz said that there's no clear vio­
lation of the law, and unless one can be shown, the leaf­
lets are covered by the First Amendment. 
WASHINGTON (UPI)—Independent Counsel Kenneth 
Starr is moving to deflect allegations of conflict of in­
terest. At a rare news conference Thursday in Washing­
ton, Starr said he has turned down a future position at 
Pepperdine University which was being held for him 
until the end of his work as independent counsel. The 
position was reportedly financed with money from foun­
dations controlled by conservative billionaire Richard 
Mellon Scaife, though the university has denied that the 
position is directly funded by Scaife. Starr publicly said 
yesterday that his withdrawal from the position at the 
California school manifested his desire to be fair to 
Pepperdine, and was not connected to Scaife. Starr said, 
"I owe it to the university to either be there, or if I can't 
be there, to say that." Starr said he has never met or 
talked to Scaife. 
NASHVILLE (UPI)—Tornados tore through Tennessee 
and Arkansas killing four and leaving over 20 injured. 
Two of the dead were children in Manila, Arkansas. The 
other two fatilities happened in Dyer County, Tenn. 
STATE NEWS 
ELKHART (UPI)—An Elkhart County jury convicted an 
Elkhart man of felony murder yesterday. The jury deliber­
ated for about an hour-and-a-half before finding James 
Wright guilty of stabbing 56-year-old Barbara Marshall 
65 times in May of 1997. Wright could get up to 65 years 
in prison when he is sentenced May 21. 
EVANSVILLE (UPI)—A trial date has been set for a Posey 
County teenager charged with shooting a convenience store 
clerk to death last month. Erick Schmitt is scheduled to be 
tried for murder, robbery and attempted murder Novem­
ber 9. Two other teens, Ryan Specht and Michelle Evans 
are also charged in the case. 
FRANKLIN (UPI)—Michael Dean Overstreet, the man 
accused of abducting and killing Franklin College fresh­
man Kelly Eckart last September, is now staring at the 
possibility of the death penalty. Johnson County Prosecu­
tor Lance Hamner said Wednesday that he will seek the 
ultimate penalty for Overstreet, saying the 31-year-old sus­
pect killed Eckart while committing another felony, rape. 
Law states that murder committed during the commission 
of another felony makes the accused subject to the death 
penalty. Hamner said he reached the decision to seek the 
death penalty conviction after the completion of lab tests, 
which he said confirmed details about the case that were 
suspected but were not provable before. Hamner refused 
to give any more details of the forensic test results that 
bolstered his decision. 
INDIANAPOLIS (UPI)—A former Indianapolis man who 
vanished nearly four years ago and reappeared in Wyo­
ming will return to Indiana voluntarily to face theft charges, 
his attorney said Wednesday. But Carl Brodnik, 48, will 
be unable to assist his Indiana lawyer in his defense becasue 
he suffered amnesia after his disappearance, said Wyo­
ming lawyer Richard Mulligan. Before he left Indianapo­
lis in 1994, Brodnik allegedly embezzled nearly $24,000 
from a public.relations company where he was an accoun-
tant and controller, according to court records. The miss­
ing funds included more than $16,000 made out in checks 
to Brodnik and an additional $7,498 made out to remodel­
ing contractors who performed work on his home, court 
records state. 
INDIANAPOLIS (UPI)—Indianapolis Public Schools of­
ficials searched children at a Northside elementary school 
Wednesday with metal detectors to deter young children 
from bringing weapons to school. The search, conducted 
at School 84 did not turn up any weapons. About 70 stu­
dents from two buses were checked one by one with hand­
held detectrors. IPS police conducted the searches, swip­
ing children from head to toe as well as checking their 
book bags and lunch packs. The officers engaged in small 
talk with the students to make them feel at ease. The el­
ementary school searches were ordered by IPS officials 
after three children were arrested this school year for bring­
ing loaded handguns to school. Last month, two 8-year-
olds were arrested for having ,25-caliber guns. Both are 
being held at the Marion County Juvenile Center. 
INDIANAPOLIS (UPI)—An Indianapolis preacher known 
for his anti-government stance now faces a new legal chal­
lenge and the possibility that his church's property will be 
confiscated. The U.S. government has sued Indianapolis 
Baptist Temple and Rev. Gregory J. Dixon, pastor emeri­
tus of the church. The government, which filed tax liens 
against the church's property in 1994 due to delinquent 
employee income withholding taxes, wants to foreclose 
against those liens. The government is asking a judge to 
order the foreclosure and sale of the church's building and 
parsonage. The government is also slapping the church 
with a tax bill of nearly $5.1 million in back employee 
withholding and Social Security taxes for the years 1987-
1993. That figure includes penalties and interest. The law­
suit, filed Monday in U.S. District Court, also states Dixon 
himself owes about $103,400 in back income taxes, pen­
alties and interest. 
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Survivor asks new generations to remember 
MARIE MURPHY 
Features Editor 
The Holocaust Workshop 
for High School Students cre­
ated an atmosphere thick with 
the notions of significance, 
purpose and meaning. The 
event was the second of its 
kind, held for high school jun­
iors and seniors studying his­
tory in five surronding schools. 
While students were some­
times bombarded with the sor­
did images now readily asso­
ciated with the Holocaust of 
World War II, the underlying 
question of the purpose of such 
a slaughter still surfaced to 
leave listeners hungry for more 
answers than were being given. 
Michael Vogel was suffi­
ciently clear about the purpose 
of his speaking engagement 
with high school and college 
students. "My mission is to 
speak for the six million souls 
who can't speak for them­
selves," he explained. Carl 
Siler, assistant professor of his­
tory and coordinator of the 
event, introduced this local 
Auschwitz survivor as "one of 
those voices," referring to an 
exhibit in the Holocaust Mu­
seum in Washington, D.C. One 
hundred and sixty-sevpn high 
school students and a packed 
recital hall of Taylor students 
listened to that voice tell its 
story in the broken English 
picked up from a U.S. army 
battalion enroute to America. 
It was a story made more valu­
able because only a handful of 
people in the world today could 
match it, because it and stories 
like it are the only windows 
into a world locked with the 
iron bolts of history. 
So, the audience was per­
mitted a narrow glimpse 
through the window. Siler con­
sidered this glimpse to be an 
important experience for stu­
dents. The high school stu­
dents were 
able to attend 














ics as the ef­
fect of music 
in concentra­
tion camps 
and the Nuremberg Laws. 
Such an experience can give a 
person "an understanding of 
the historical content of the ho­
locaust. It demonstrates a dy­
namic of 
human behavior- why man can 
be so cruel." Siler also pointed 
out that "having this knowl­
edge, we can better grapple 
with prejudice and racism that 
we confront in our daily lives." 
Vogel shared how anti-
Semitism has followed him 
throughout his life — from his 
childhood in what was once 
Czechoslovakia to the concen­
tration camp and death camp 
and finally to America. Vogel 
said, "I have never denied the 
heritage I came from." But, he 
rejected the advice of his par­
ents to ignore the racism he en­
countered. He exhorted stu­
dents not to "turn the other 
cheek. Tell people what you 
think about racism." 
In the fall of 1941, the rac­
ism in his Czechoslovakian 
home culminated in the herd­
ing of all Jews into town 
squares for removal. Accord-
D.L.MOODY/The Echo 
ing to Vogel, this was part of 
the "dehumanizing process" to 
"get rid of the vermin." 
Evacuation to the concentra­
tion camp at the age of 16 threw 
Vogel's religious base into a 
tailspin. The two daily trips to 
the 
synagogue in Czechoslovakia 
were immediately replaced by 
the torture of role call ordeals. 
The star of David, once a 
source of cultural and religious 
pride, now designated Vogel as 
a vermin to be exterminated as 
efficiently as possible. The 
God who had watched over his 
evening prayers now watched 
over his starvation, beating and 
torture at the hands of fellow 
humans. 
These concentration camp 
prisoners were once again up­
rooted in April of 1942 when 
the guards loaded them into 
dumps trucks for the journey to 
Auschwitz. For the first time, 
the prisoners beheld the S.S, 
German officers who had only 
existed in their nightmares. Up 
to that point they had been held 
hostage by their own country­
men. 
F o r  
Vogel, the 
problem of 
evil was a 
reality that 
would not 











of evil and 
s u f f e r i n g  
would not be forgotten with the 
comfort of sleep because it 
churned as hunger in his stom­
ach. It would not be lost in the 
noise and vigor of the day be­
cause it was embodied in the 
people who spat the orders and 
wielded the rifles. It could not 
hide behind the faces of 
friends because he never knew 
who would be the next sacri­
fice to the Nazi machine. 
His father and mother both 
coming from large families and 
having four brothers and sisters 
himself, Vogel survived the 
death camp to be reunited with 
only one relative - his father's 
sister. If the plans of the Nazi's 
had been entirely effective, 
Vogel would have never seen 
the outside of the prison wall 
after 1941. The prisoners were 
given an amount of food insuf­
ficient for anyone to survive 
beyond three months on the 
diet. Just when Vogel's three 
month point arrived, his trans­
fer to a new job enabled his 
prolonged survival. 
Vogel began unloading lug­
gage from incoming trains af­
ter the passengers had been un­
loaded without their belong­
ings. While obtaining items of 
value for the Nazi's, jewelry 
and money, Vogel and his fel­
low workers horded the food 
they found for themselves. 
The second turn of fate in 
Vogel's favor came on a death 
march from Auschwitz. In the 
midst of attack by the enemy, 
Nazi's and prisoners alike 
sought refuge on the ground. 
Vogel and another prisoner 
took advantage of the chaotic 
situation to flee. 
Vogel's conception of the Ho­
locaust was best illustrated by 
his description of the slave la­
bor in the concentration camps. 
"There was nothing construc­
tive to be done," he said. The 
men piled bricks upon bricks. 
Then, what they had built was 
destroyed so that it could be 
built again. The women were 
given shovels to make piles of 
dirt and gravel. These piles 
were similarly destroyed only 
to become the project of new­
comers and survivors. 
The Echo is in need 
of columnists to 
skillfully relate their 
thoughts on various 
topics. 
If you're inter­
ested, call the office 
at x5359. 
Looking for a challenge? 
Do you enjoy working with people? 
One of these positions may be for you! 
Applications are now available for : 
Echo Editor 
Ilium Editor 
WTUR Radio Station Manager 
Taylor Cable Service Staff 
Application deadline is 
April 22 
These are paid positions 
Correction 
The April 3rd issue of The Echo contained a 
feature story on angle ball that was 
inadvertantly attribued to Abigail Johnson, our 
sports editor. It was actually written by Jim 
Spiegel, associate professor of philosophy. 
The Echo apologizes to Dr. Spiegel for any 
confusion this may have caused. 
Check out The Echo online I 
at our new website J 
www.online.tayloru.edu/echo 
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Last night in my C.S. Lewis and 
Friends class, we read an excerpt of 
Lewis' sermon "The Weight of Glory." 
In one part of this sermon, he asks that 
we sfioulder the weight of glory of 
those around us, that we realize their 
glory is our responsibility. 
In light of the LTC story, this part 
of the sermon has made me think. We 
build each other up by shouldering the 
weight of the glory of those around us. 
This is what the body of believers, what 
community, is all about. Both Walt 
Campbell and Jon Stanley have con­
tinually emphasized the importance of 
community here at Taylor. We hear it a 
lot during our years here, but I've come 
to realize how true it is. We've all heard 
people say that while visiting Taylor, 
they've noticed something different, 
noticed the atmosphere, and it has 
drawn them to the school. Do we re­
ally realize what an awesome respon­
sibility that is? It's part of being a com­
munity. 
It's not easy to be an "intentional 
community" as defined in the LTC. 
Most of us probably signed it as eager 
high school juniors or seniors, think­
ing it would be no problem to follow. 
But things change. We all learn and 
grow, and we are not the same people 
we were at 17 or 18. There are parts of 
pinion 
as 
the LTC that I will probably not adhere 
to after I graduate. But it's not until then 
that I will take this action. It's just part 
of my decision to be a part of this com­
munity. 
I don't want to sound like I am 
someone to be admired because of 
this—I'm not. There are many areas 
relating to community in which I have 
failed. But I'm trying, just like every­
one else. That's all we can do. 
So this is one way we bear the 
weight of glory for each other. We com­
mit to being a part of this community 
and live by its standards. We make a 
conscious and deliberate decision to 
become a part of Taylor by staking our 
integrity on it. 
This just doesn't apply to the LTC. 
We all have to realize that we shoulder 
the burden of each other's glory in each 
moment of our lives. It can be a pretty 
heavy thing to bear, and it's not easy to 
do because it's in the everyday things 
of life. It's in the way we treat grocery 
store cashiers as we go through their 
lines. It's in the way we treat campus 
safety officers when they give us a 
ticket. It's the way we relate to each 
other. But there is divine in the ordi­
nary and monotonous, in this commu­
nity to which we have committed. 
—Amy Meyering 
A bit of humor to brighten your day 
Recently reported in the Massachusetts Bar Association Lawyers Jour­
nal, the following are questions actually asked of witnesses by attorneys 
during trials and, in certain cases, the responses given by insightful wit­
nesses: 
1. "Now doctor, isn't it true that when a person dies in his sleep, he 
doesn't know about it until the next morning?" 
2. "The youngest son, the 20-year-old, how old is he?" 
3. "Were you present when your picture was taken?" 
4. "Were you alone or by yourself?" 
5. "Was it you or your younger brother who was killed in the war?" 
6. "Did he kill you?" 
7. "How far apart were the vehicles at the time of the collision?" 
8. "You were there until the time you left, is that true?" 
9. "How many times have you committed suicide?" 
10. Q. "Do you recall the time that you examined the body?" 
A. "The autopsy started around 8:30 p.m." 
Q. "And Mr. Dennington was dead at the time?" 
A. "No, he was sitting on the table wondering why I was doing an 
autopsy." . .  . . . . .  .  
•  . . . . .  j  ' l  > '  
compiled from the Internet 
Letters to the Editor 
Letters to the Editor must be received in our offices by 5 p.m. on Tuesday in order to be 
published the coming Friday's issue. Letters must be signed for publication. 
You can write to us off-campus at: The Echo, Taylor University, 500 W. Reade Ave., 
Upland, IN 46989-1001 
or on-campus at: The Echo, Rupp Communication Arts Building 
or via e-mail at: echo@tayloru.edu 
* The opinions expressed in letters to the editor do not necessarily represent The Echo, 
its staff or Taylor University. 
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She was tiny and twisted by severe ce­
rebral palsy. She walked slowly and pain­
fully and had limited motor skills. She 
could only talk in strained, whispered 
wheezes, and her thick blue eyes peered 
out from glasses thick as Coke bottles. She 
was also mentally impaired. Dana was 23 
years old. 
I spent a week with Dana and five other 
girls like her at a camp for the severely 
mentally and physically disabled. I thought 
of them with a sense of tragedy and mag­
nanimous good will. My first few days of 
camp seemed to reinforce this. The camp­
ers loved nothing more than coloring pic­
tures and playing endless child's games. I 
thought they were missing so much. 
During those first days, I kept think­
ing about something the camp director had 
said at orientation. "Everyone is created 
in the image of God," he said. "He made 
these people the way they are." Why? I 
thought. Why would God willingly create 
a mind that was incapable of true intimacy 
with Him? I could not get past this ques­
tion. Then one day Dana changed every­
thing. 
We were standing around the flagpole 
just after breakfast. One of the counselors 
from a previous summer who remembered 
Dana ran up to her and grabbed her hand. 
'This girl loves God more than anybody 
I've ever met," he said. "Don't you, 
Dana?" 
Dana came alive. She squeezed his 
hand with enormous strength, smiling 
from car to car. She bounced up and down 
and ,shpt,an arm straight up into the air. "I 
love Him! I love Him!" she wheezed, as it 
she might explode any moment. 
It was as though Dana had been wait­
ing to be discovered. Or maybe I just be­
gan to see her differently. I started to look 
past the Coke bottle glasses at what was 
behind those eyes, and I saw that they held 
a quiet but ecstatic joy and an understand­
ing of something I could never quite grasp. 
I began to notice things I had taken tor 
granted. She always smiled, even when we 
had to change her clothes because she had 
wet them for the third time that day. There 
was something there that wasn't simple 
ignorance—that gave her such serene con­
tentment. 
It rubbed off on me too. That week I 
completely forgot about school and work 
and the many things that had me trapped 
in anxiety. 
The end of the week came and Dana 
said goodbye, leaving me with her smile 
and that gentle peace. I didn't feel sorry 
for her anymore. I envied her. God showed 
me a new and glorious image of Himself 
in Dana, one that the world will never un­
derstand. They know Him better than I can 
ever hope to. Dana's smile pierces me 
from the comer of a photograph. Do I re­
joice in my God as a child does her Fa­
ther? Do I Oust Him? In the midst of the 
abundance of this life He has given me, I 
foiget that joy comes from the simple act 
of knowing Him. That's what fullness is. 
From the lives of God's "weakest" chil­
dren comes the formula for contentment. 
It doesn't take much—just a choice. 
—Julie Smallwood, Class of '97 
THE ECHO A^rts/EntcrtflinniCllt 
••• > 
Cries of the Heart 
Michael W. Smith 
Live the Life 
Release date: April 28, 
1 9 9 8  
Reunion records 
After a less-than-satisfying perfor­
mance here at Taylor, Michael W. Smith 
prepares to release his latest recording, 
Live the Life. Similar to his concert, this 
album fails to live up to expectation. It 
does have its moments, thought they are 
few and far between. In a word, this al­
bum is simply mediocre. 
To begin, the album is lyrically weak. 
1 almost feel patronized by Smith's "pat 
you on the back" lyrics in "Don't Give 
Up"~and the title traek "Live the Life." 
The concepts in these songs are admi­
rable, but they are oversimplified and 
contain little depth. If Smith desires to 
inspire his listeners to be more commit­
ted to Christ, he could take some lessons 
from Keith Green or Steve Camp. In a 
similar fashion to Carman and his predict­
able Satan-bashing "story-songs," Smith 
continues his recurring "good-bye" theme 
as in "Friends" or "Pray for Me" with the 
new cut "Hello, Goodbye." On the plus 
side, the opening cut, "Missing Person," 
is a commendable attempt to vocalize the 
doubt and fear that we all go through 
when our beliefs do not match up to our 
reason. The other lyrical standout is 
"Never Been Unloved." This song is a 
creative painting of God's grace. Smith 
confesses his numerous shortcomings and 
responds by acknowledging the uncondi­
tional love of Christ. This song receives 
two thumbs up. 
In brief, musically, this album is a 
heavily produced, professional-sounding 
pop album. At times the musical style 
does not match the lyrical content. Also, 
there are some scary resemblances to the 
80s. 
There are a couple of other songs wor­
thy of mention. First there is "In My Arms 
Again" which Smith was asked to write 
for the box office smash Titanic. While 
this is one of the better songs on the al­
bum, the powers that be chose wisely by 
selecting Celine Dion's submission. Sec­
ondly, Smith wrote an instrumental trib­
ute to the recently-deceased Rich Mullins. 
"Song or Rich" is a Celtic sounding sa­
lute to an incredible poet and musician. 
During Michael W. Smith's concert he 
stated that he had recorded 20-plus songs 
for this album. It was disappointing to 
find so few gems among the 12 that were 
selected for the final song list. 
o
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When a movie is made concerning the 
afterlife or angels you can almost hear the 
evangelical community raise a collective 
groan. And with films like Michael and 
The Preacher's Wife they have every rea­
son to groan. Angel films are dangerous 
territory. It is virtually impossible to con­
struct a theologically adequate angel sce­
nario and still have time for a story. City 
of Angels finds itself entangled in the 
metaphysics of angel movies, but miracu­
lously, this is the film's only flaw. 
The concept is a simple one. Seth 
(Nicholas Cage) is an angel. Maggie 
(Meg Ryan) is a human. Seth falls in love 
with Maggie. When he learns that angels 
have "free will" to "fall" he must decide 
.what course of action he will take. As 
much as this sounds like The Preacher's 
Wife, it is as far from every other angel 
movie as it could possibly be. The first 
notable difference is the complete lack of 
angel cliches. All of the angels wear 
black. They don't have wings. There are 
no halos. In fact, the word "angel" is 
never used in the dialogue. There is no 
walking through walls or floating objects. 
The angels wander Earth with tasks such 
as keeping air traffic controllers alert and 
escorting the souls of the dying to . . . 
(we assume) heaven. At the end of every 
day, they gather at the beach at sunset to 
hear "the music." 1 appreciate this re­
freshing take on angelic metaphysics. 
City of Angels is, in short, an explora­
tion of man's divinity. Humanity is de­
praved, but the experience of life is a per­
fect gift from God. Pain, joy, sex, food, 
sleep, hot showers and death are part of a 
divinely crafted plan. Seth, and his clos­
est angel pal, Cassiel, often discuss their 
curiosity about the experiences of being 
human. One of Seth's favorite hobbies, 
while escorting souls to the hereafter, is 
to ask, "What was your favorite part?"— 
as though they were coming away from a 
roller coaster ride. One young girl an­
swers Seth's inquiry very simply. "Paja­
mas." 
This movie in one of the finest ex­
amples of using technique to convey mes­
sage. For example, the entire film is ex­
Ravi Zacharias 
Word Publishing 
"If the cries of the heart in any com­
munity were to be cumulatively sounded, 
the noise would indeed be deafening." 
These words, taken from 
the introduction to Ravi 
Zacharias's newest book 
Cries of the Heart, set up 
the purpose of the book: to 
provide a response to the 
cries of our human heart. 
Ravi Zacharias, origi­
nally from India and now 
residing in Atlanta, is 
known to many as an em­
phatic, perceptive and apt 
defender of God's truth. He 
is a well-known author and 
speaker in American 
evangelicalism, and host of 
the radio program "Let My People 
Think." 1 remember first hearing him ad­
dress the problem of human suffering and 
evil in connection with a holy and loving 
God. His ability to address some of the 
toughest issues that humans face, with­
out explaining away the problem or de­
nying God's sovereignty, is a great pre­
requisite for writing Cries of the Heart. 
The book deals with human suffering 
and questioning, divided into seven chap­
ters: 
"The cry to Know God," "The Cry to Feel 
my Faith," "The Cry for a Reason in Suf­
fering," "The Cry of a Guilty Con­
science," "The Cry for Freedom in Plea­
sure," "The Cry of a Lonely Heart," and, 
finally, "The Cry of God for His People." 
Zacharias examines these "cries," using 
real-life stories and philosophical obser­
vations tied in with the Word of God. This 
is one of the strengths of the book: 
Zacharias manages to address humans 
with full respect of their problems, yet he 
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never leaves us on the human level. Each 
apparent problem is examined the light 
of God's Word, and God's holiness is 
never violated in an attempt to justify 
humans. 
What Zacharias does well is to call us 
back to our right place before God. 
Though he decidedly focuses more on the 
emotional than the intellectual side of us 
humans in our response to hardships, he 
makes a clear and healthy distinction be­
tween emotions and emotionality. While 
acknowledging emotions as an integral 
part of humans as made in 
the image of God, he cau­
tions the reader against be­
ing ruled by emotionality; 
though we may not feel 
God sometimes, the real­
ity of His presence does 
not change. We know He 
is there because that's His 
promise in His word, even 
if we can't always feel 
Him. 
Another strength of 
Zacharias's delivery lies in 
his pointed philosophical 
statements. He scatters 
them throughout the book, to my delight. 
In relating the story of his own rapport 
with a student at the University of 
Nottingham who questioned God's exist­
ence in the face of evil, Zacharias asks: 
"Can we really raise a problem with moral 
implications if this is not a moral uni­
verse?" 
The book is not perfect, though. 1 had 
trouble identifying a clear central focus. 
I couldn't necessarily relate to all of the 
"cries" mentioned, and was left to won­
der if this book addresses a current need 
among Christians directly. The book falls 
somewhere between valuable and vague. 
Yet, if you are a fan of Zacharias or of 
deep thought, perhaps this book is for 
you. Cries of the Heart seems to serve 
mostly as a conglomeration of observa­
tions made in the light of Scripture to help 
us think through some hard issues, a step­
ping-stone in dealing with the cries of our 
heart. 
tremely textured. The cinematography 
shows a very tactile world. This is a per­
fect companion to Seth's fascination with 
human senses. Angels can't taste, smell, 
sense touch or feel pain. They can only 
see in black and white and they, of course, 
don't have sex. They have only what they 
need to fulfill their purpose in the uni­
verse. Which, in turn, may mean that hu­
mans, with their vast array of senses and 
feelings have as their purpose living life 
abundantly. There are several extreme 
close-ups of Maggie's face, that show the 
pores of her skin. It's as though the di­
rector is telling us that the complexity of 
her and the wonder that lies in every cell 
is what makes her human and what makes 
her divine. Seth, in one scene, is asking 
Maggie about the pear she is eating. She 
looks a little confused and says, "You 
know what a pear tastes like." And he 
replies, "I don't know what a pear tastes 
like to you." This is a legitimate question 
for an angel to ask, but the truth is it 
would be a fine question for anyone. Part 
of the beauty of humanity is the myriad 
of ways we experience the world. 
Ryan, Cage and Dennis Franz (NYPD 
Blue) could give As Good As It Gets a 
run for its money for "Best Ensemble 
Cast." They each put forth a powerful and 
subtle understanding of their characters. 
The soundtrack is one of the best compi­
lations I have seen in many years, not 
only for the strength of the musicians, but 
also for the appropriateness of the songs. 
When Sarah McLachlans's "Angel" be­
gins playing, you will be putty in the 
director's hands. 
Ultimately, any Christian viewer will 
walk away from this film asking a dozen 
different questions about the theological 
ramifications of the universe as seen in 
City of Angels. What are the negative 
ramifications to an angel "falling"? If 
there are angels and a heaven where are 
there demons and hell? These are legiti­
mate questions and I encourage such con­
versations. However, I hope and pray that 
Christians will be able to glean the pow­
erful truths from City of Angels, the best 
movie of 1998, thus far. 
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Seniar Art 'Exfuhit<$ 
Water Colors 
by Laura Fortner 
Portals of Contention 
by Craig Flaming 
D.L. MOODY/ The Echo 
Laura Fortner's exhibit focuses on the intricate beauty found in nature 
through the medium of watercolor. Doing this, she can capture the 
"shapes, shades and tints of color." The exhibit of Craig Flaming 
depicts some of his own personal struggles in the style of abstract 
expression. He uses both oil and mixed media in his work. Fortner 's 
exhibit is located in the Rupp Communication Arts Building; Flaming's 
is in Ayres Memorial Hall foyer. 
. 
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Sunday, Friday & Saturday 
Thursday 







11 a.m., 12 p.m., 1 p.m. 
9 p.m., 11 p.m. 
9 p.m., 11 p.m. 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m. 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m. 
11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 
9:30 p.m., 11:30 p.m! 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9 p.m., 11 p.m. 
11:30 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 5:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 
9:30 p.m., 11:30 p.m. 
11 a.m., 1 p.m., 5 p.m., 7 p.m., 9:30 p.m., 11:30 p.m 
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Taylor men captured first place 
and the Indiana Intercollegiate 
Championships Little State. The 
team totaled 156.5 points, 63 
points ahead of its closest competi­
tor, Vincennes University. 
Taylor's runners made a good 
showing as Sam Siratei placed first 
in both the 800 meter run and the 
1,500 meter run. Matt 
Schweingruber placed second in 
the 800 meters, Tim Kitonyi was 
first in the 5,000 meters and sec­
ond in the 1,500 meters and 
Shadrack Kilemba ran first in the 
10,000 meters and fourth in the 
5,000 meters. The 4 x 100 meter 
relay team placed fifth and the 4 x 
400 relay team ran to fourth place. 
In hurdles, Darren Youngstrom 
placed first and Joe Cebulski third 
in the 110 meter high hurdles and 
in the 400 metetv hurdles 
Youngstrom and Cebulski placed 
second and third respectively. 
Youngstrom also high jumped 6' 
2" to capture fourth place in that 
event. Youngstrom was third and 
Cebulski fourth in the long jump, 
and Cebulski also placed third in 
the triple jump and second in the 
javelin throw. 
WOMEN'S TRACK 
Taylor women came in sixth at 
the same competition with a total 
of 47 points. The University of In­
dianapolis was the top school at the 
meet with a score of 116 points. 
In the 100 meters, Abby 
Widner placed third and she also 
placed fourth in the 200 meters. 
Jody Thompson placed seventh in 
the 800 meters and fifth in the 1500 
meters. In the 100 meter low 
hurdles, Alysha Aalbregtse placed 
sixth. Aalbregtse also placed 
fourth in the 400 meter hurdles. 
The 4 x 100 relay team came in at 
fourth place, while the 4 x 400 
meter relay team ended in seventh. 
Jackie Beard placed fifth in the 
triple jump, and Michelle 
Haywood and Rachel Lightenberg 
placed fifth and sixth respectively 
in the hammer throw. Kristi Tumas 
was seventh in the javelin throw. 
SOFTBALL 
After several games on the 
road, the Softball team will be play­
ing the remainder of its games, 
until tournament, at home. This 
past Tuesday, the women hosted 
Anderson and ended up splitting 
the doubleheader. In the first game, 
the Trojans started out strong with 
three runs in the first inning, but 
they were unable to keep it up. 
Melanie Mannix was one for four 
at bat and scored one run, Ashley 
Lund was two for two and scored 
one run and Lindsey Lund was one 
for three at bat and scored the third 
run. Robin Lockridge and 
Meredith Wolfe were each one for 
three. Emily Farray (2-10, 6.62 
ERA) pitched the complete game. 
The Trojans fared much better 
in the second game, winning by a 
score of 12-2. The women started 
off strong with two runs in the first 
inning, and this time they were 
able to carry through until the end 
of the game. Lockridge (4-5, 5.83 
ERA) pitched the entire game. 
Mannix was three for four and had 
three RBIs, Michelle Enyeart was 
two for two with two RBIs and 
Lockridge was two for four with 
one RBI and one homer. Jill . 
Graper went three for four with 
one home run, Lindsey Lund was 
two for three with one RBI. Anne 
Cummings was one for one with 
one RBI, Tara Shellabarger was 
two for three with one home run 
and Valerie Allen was one for three 
with one RBI. 
Last Friday, the women 
played their first home confer­
ence game against Indiana 
Wesleyan, again losing both 
games. The first game ended 
with a score of 3-0. In the sec­
ond, the jeam put up a fight, but 
ended up losing 7-4. On April 7, 
the team played at St. Francis 
and ended up losing both games, 
the first by a score of 3-0 and the 
second 6-1. A trip to Bethel three 
days earlier on Saturday, April 3, 
rewarded the team with a split. 
After losing the first 1-0, the 
women rallied to win the second 
5-4. 
BASEBALL 
More than two-thirds through 
the season the baseball team's 
record is a solid 18-10 overall, with 
an 8-6 record in the MCC. The 
team most recently split a double-
header at St. Francis on Wednes­
day. The men won the first game 
7-3 with Joel Davis (4-2, 4.58 
ERA) as pitcher. Jon Easterhaus 
was two for three at bat and had 
one RBI and one home run. Ben 
Asper was one for three and had 
three RBIs, while Todd Colburn 
was one for four with one RBI. 
The team lost the second game 
by a score of 6-4. Jeremy Roberts 
was one for four with one RBI, 
Jason Col ley was two for two with 
one RBI, and Ryan Miller was two 
for four with one home run. Kevin 
Taylor (3-2, 6.08 ERA) was the 
pitcher of record. 
This past Monday, the team 
played at home against Hunting­
ton, again splitting the double-
header. The first game was a win 
with a score of 8-5, but the team 
lost the second game 13-8. Last 
Saturday the team hosted Bethel, 
losing both games. The score in the 
first game was 11-2. The team ral­
lied in the second, but lost 11-9. 
Friday, against Anderson at home. 
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 
FAMILY: 
Joe has one sister, Stephanie, who 
graduated from Wheaton last 
summer, got married and is now 
living in Washington, D.C. His 








Grartd Rapids Baptist Acad­
emy 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
HISTORY: 
In high school, Joe was 
very active in sports. He par­
ticipated in baseball, basket­
ball, soccer, golf and cross 
country, graduating with 11 
varsity letters. 
After high school, he went to 
Mt. Vemon Nazarene on a base­
ball scholarship, but transferred 
to Taylor because, "There's more 
to life than baseball." His first two 
years here Joe played baseball, 
but stopped playing because, as a 
biology major, he needed to keep 
his grades up. However, he found 
that he was "bored stiff." He took 
his father's suggestion to do a 
"little track" to stay active. Joe 
said, "Then it developed into a 
little more, and a little more, and 
all of a sudden it was my 
niche...so I pursued it full force." 
No road is without a few pot­
holes, and this is no exception. In 
December of 1996, Joe ruptured 
his ACL, a ligament in the knee, 
while playing basketball. He had 
reconstructive surgery on the 
knee December 27th of last year. 
Normal recovery time from this 
surgery is about eight months, so 
Joe gave up his hopes of compet­
ing in track. "I got excited about 
moving on to other areas," he said. 
Then, events took an unex­
pected turn. "It was like an 
Abraham and Isaac thing. Once I 
completely gave it up, it was like 
God said, 'Thank you for finally 
relinquishing that to me. Now, 
have it back.'" Two weeks after 
coming out of surgery, Joe was 
walking. Three weeks later he was 
jogging, a month later he was run­
ning. Two months after the surgery, 
Joe competed in the first track 
meet of the year. He said, "That's 
never been seen before. No doctor 
has ever witnessed that, and it has 
been a great witness to my doctors 
to be able to say, I have another 
Great Physician at work.'" 
"Many things began happening 
in my life and it became very evi­
dent that God had a plan," Joe said, 
"So I took action on that plan. I 
began to be responsible with the 
gift that he gave me and trained 
very hard." Four months after the 
ACL reconstruction he qualified 
for Nationals in the decathlon and 
finished ninth in the competition. 
That summer, he got a call from 
Visa, which is sponsor of the 
Olympic decathlon, offering to fly 
him out to Princeton for the Visa 
Decathlon Development Olym­
piad. "I got some training, and got 
excited about decathlon. I worked 
my tail off, and this last [decath­
lon] I scored 7147, which is equal 
to qualifying for the Division 1 
decathlon." 
"Even last year, I thought that 
decathlon could be something 
I could pursue after college, 
but with the ACL rupture, I 
thought, 'There's no way I can 
compete on the world level 
with a blown-out knee,'" Joe 
said. "Now I'm definitely go­
ing to pursue decathlon after 
graduation." 
When asked how he sees his 
faith meshing with his athletic 
ability, Joe replied, "The way 
I see myself right now is as a 
highly-specialized, highly-
trained missionary. To live 
your life as a Christian, you' re 
a missionary, no matter what 
you do. If I throw ajavelin 200 
feet, it accomplishes nothing. But 
if you combine the physical and 
the spiritual worlds, it can accom­
plish a lot. Maybe some kid is 
wide-eyed with his jaw dropped 
to see you throw that javelin, and 
that gives you the pedestal to say, 
'there's something beyond what's 
physical. Yes, I can throw the jav­
elin 200 feet, and that's neat, but 
there's something more impor­
tant in my life.'" 
About life after decathlon, Joe 
said, "I'm as excited about teach­
ing biology and coaching as I am 
about decathlon right now. I can't 
wait to get out. What I'm doing 
n o w  i s  d e c a t h l o n ,  a n d  I ' m  
psyched about it. But when I'm 
done I'm done with the decath­
lon, I'm going to be as psyched 
about getting into the schools and 
coaching kids." 
-Abigail Johnson 
D.L. MOODY/The Echo 
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